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The Battle Returns! 
By: Bea Livingston, Free Harris, Diana Dietz   

 
   

 

 

 

 
 

The Battle of the Books is an event where books compete to find out 
which book is the best. The Battle of the Books has been done each year at 
Highland Park for five years. This year we are entering past winners into the 
battle. A few of the previous winning books are The Blue Hour, Tales of Winn 
Dixie, Finding Winnie, Wonder, and We are All Wonders.  The books require 
some specific characteristics that a team of teachers work to find. The books 
need to have good pictures, superlative characters, detailed settings, and more. 
The battle starts with two books. One moves on and the other does not. Then 
two more books compete. The process continues until there are only two 
books left. The teachers read the two books, then the classes decide which one 
is better. This is called bracket style voting. The Battle of the Books is 
important because teachers do not just want kids to know how to read, they 
want them to have fun reading.  

 

 

The Book Ninja 
By: Cael Goldberg, Annelise White, and Rose Prim 

 
   

 

 

 

 
 

The Book Ninja is a mascot for reading around 
our school and for the Battle of the Books. She has a lot 
of cool powers. She can make books fly, she brings 
books to classes stealthily, and she can find the perfect 
book for you. The Book Ninja’s identity is a secret. We 
love our Book Ninja!! 
   
Q: What is your favorite hobby?  
 
A: Reading, obviously.  

 
Q: What is your favorite book?  
 
A: There are too many books, 
and so little time.  
 
Q: How did you get your 
powers?  
 
A: I got bit by a magical book 
worm. 
 
Q: Did you really get captured 
last year by The Grinch and kept 
in the boiler room?  
 
A: Yes, for a short period of time.  
 

 

      
 

 

We also want 
kids to read 
because it makes 
you smarter. We 
are so excited to 
read all these 
amazing books 
and seen which 
one Highland 
Park students 
vote for as the 
2022 Battle of 
the Books 
winner!  

 

   
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ask AnnaBeth 
By AnnaBeth Padgett 

Dear AnnaBeth: Hi AnnaBeth! My friend has been a little bit 
mean to me. I am not saying that I don’t want to be friends 
with her, I am just saying, that I wish she would be a little 
bit nicer. Can you give me advice on how to make her not be 
mean -Sad Friend 

Dear Sad Friend:  You should probably ask her to stop being 
mean and talk about it. Maybe she doesn’t realize she is 
being that way. If she doesn’t change it, just don’t mess with 
her. Maybe try to make a new friend.  

 

Dear AnnaBeth: My friend doesn’t want to play with me! She 
only plays with my sister when she comes over. How do I 
get her to play with me too? -Neglected Friend 

Dear Neglected Friend: I think you should tell your sister in 
a nice way that you’d like your friend to play with you 
more. You could all have a talk about how you can all be 
included or take turns hanging out. 

 
 

 
Favorite Color Poll  

By Marie Tulou & Denman Blanchard  

 

 

 
 

All colors are beautiful, but we asked our fellow Hawks to choose 
their favorite color out of those in the rainbow: red, orange, yellow, 

green, blue, purple.  

Red  Orange     Yellow Green Blue Purple 
63 13 8 37 90 60 

 

 

 

The student spotlight is a chance to get your name in the newspaper. This month it is all about being humorous. Your 
teachers were asked to choose one kid from each class that represents this trait. Be on your best behavior and maybe your 
teachers will pick you for next issue’s trait: someone that is hard working. 

Hawks nominated for being humorous: Blessings Nyonsiea, Donovan Coffman, Ava Martinez, Otis Gick,, Elijiah Carter, Chase 
Marchese, Woody Streng, Jaysean Castillo Lee, Kalen Poindexter, Collin Wearer, Malachi Nation, Samir Peterson, Chosen 
Haynes, M David Portillo, Hussein Myberna, Morris Deboise, Jaiden Bamos, Cora Good, and Bear Hobson,  

Student Spotlight 
 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet Ms. Gibson 
By Cora Hertz, Marie Laconte, Reeh Rigby  

    
 

 

 

 
 

Meet Ms. Hale 
By AnnaBeth Padgett, Tucker Kootsey, Amnesty Casey 

 

 

Q. Do you have any children?  

A. Yes, I have three children 
Hannah, Sam, and Liz, who still 
live with me, but all my other 
children are gone 

Q. Do you have any pets? 

A. I have one cat, Michael. 

Q. Where is your favorite place 
you have traveled to? 

A. Mexico, I went there when it 
was all snowy and cold here in 
Roanoke. 

Q. What are your hobbies? 

A. I really like to read; I have 
been reading a lot of books. I 
have been learning how to 
crochet. I like it, it's going okay. 
I like to go outside a lot. 

 

Q. How long have you been 
teaching? 

A. I have been teaching for 2 
years. 

Q. Do you enjoy teaching 
here? 

A. Yes, I do! It is a great 
community. I love the 
atmosphere! 

Q. What grade do you teach? 
If you could teach another 
grade, what would you want 
to teach? 

A. I teach fifth grade, but if I 
could teach any other grade, I 
would teach second grade. 

Q. What is your favorite 
thing about teaching?  

A. My favorite thing about 
teaching are my students! 
They make every day so 
fun.  

Q. What made you want to 
become a teacher? 

A. I wanted to become a 
teacher to share my love of 
learning with students and 
peers. 

Q. What are some of your 
favorite books? 

A. My favorite books are 
Ghost, Esperanza Rising, and 
The Season of Styx Malone. 

Q. Do you have any kids? 

A. No, but I have a dog that I 
consider my kid. Her name 
is Paisley.  

Q. If you could travel 
anywhere where would it 
be? 

A. Any kind of beach. 

 

 

 

 

     

 

Q. Who was your main inspiration 
growing up (teacher, parent, etc.)?  

A. I have to say my dad. He would 
just talk to us. Like when it was 
thunder storming, we would just go 
outside and talk about lightning. He 
was awesome!  

Q. Currently you teach 5th grade 
but what grade(s) did you teach 
before that?  

A. Fifth grade is my favorite (of 
course). I’ve taught 6th grade, 3rd 
grade, preschool, 5th grade, and 
more.  

Q. Did you have any other jobs 
before you became a teacher?  

A. I was a mom for a long, long time 
before I started teaching. I was a 
waitress in college. I was also a 
teacher's assistant before I was a 
real teacher. 

Q. What do you think of your 
students this year?  

A. I love it here. I really like 5th 
grade because they are so 
independent. They are also hilarious. 

Q. Do you have any advice for kids 
who wish to be teachers?  

A. Read. Read. Read. Read. My other 
advice would be, keep things 
organized, because when you’re a 
teacher you need a system.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Book Reviews  
By Addison Horne and Lyla Matheny 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Title: The Wonkey Donkey 
Author: Craig Smith  
Illustrator: Katz Cowly 
 

The Wonky Donkey is a 
hilarious but wordy book. The 
Wonky Donkey has rhyming words 
and a huge vocabulary that is used to 
describe the donkey as the book goes 
on. I love this book because it has 
weird but funny facial expressions 
shown in the illustrations. The words 
used to describe the donkey are 
funny sounding so it makes it fun to 
read.  I recommend this book and I 
think it is a great children's book. 

 

100th Day 
By Mae Todd 

 

 

 
 

Guess what? February 14th or 2/14/22 isn’t just 
Valentine’s Day, we have also made it through 100 whole 
days of school! Starting in August and counting both in-
person and asynchronous days, we finally reached 100 days 
of learning. Something extra special about this is that 5th 
graders reached their 1,000th day of school since starting in 
kindergarten. That is A LOT. Congrats to everyone else for 
making it 100 days (about 3 and a half months) into the 
school year! Primary grades often support this fun benchmark 
in our school year by sporting decorative 100th day hats and 
even dressing like they are 100 years old. Happy 100th day! 

Title: Atomic Habits  

Author: James Clear 

The book Atomic Habits is a 
self-help book about what habits to 
keep and which habits to break. It is a 
widely known book and is beneficial 
to your health. Keeping track of the 
habits in this book leads you to a 
healthier mindset and lifestyle. The 
steps it recommends for breaking and 
keeping habits are small which makes 
the change slow but lasting. This book 
is probably for older kids, but I 100% 
recommend! 

     

Two’s  Day 2/22/22 
By Lyla Matheny 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 This year, we had a special 
date that was cause for celebration. 
On Tuesday, February 22nd, the date 
read 2/22/22. That’s a lot of twos! It 
even fell on a Tuesday. It is truly 
fascinating how things work 
out.  We celebrated at Highland Park 
by wearing two of something. Some 
people wore two hats, two different 
shoes, two pairs of socks, and even 
special hairstyles to add to the Two’s 
Day fun. The next palindromic day 
will be 3/3/33 or March 3, 2033. 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fun Facts 
By Evelyn Strup and Viana Garland 

1. Each year March and June end on the same day of the week.   
2. Easter is sometimes celebrated in March.  
3. March Madness is a basketball tournament played by the NCAA.  
4. The colors of a rainbow always appear in the same order except 

if it is a double rainbow.  
5. March was named after the Roman God of War.  
6. Highland Park was made 113 years ago.  
7. Highland Park is the oldest school in Roanoke city.   
8. Highland Park was originally named Park Elementary before it 

burned down.   
9. After Highland burned down it was reopened in 1921.   
10. Highland Park was the same until it was totally remodeled, it 

reopened in the fall of 1989.  

 

Word Search 
By Tilly Binks and Adelaide Coffman 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Quote of the Month 
Chosen by Viana Garland 

 
“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The 

more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” 
 - Dr. Seuss  

 

 
 

Can you find these words? 

 gold 

clover 

horseshoe 

 

Theodore Taylor III is an author who is came to visit our 
school! We were able to ask questions about his art when he 
visited and even follow along to create an illustration. He has 
illustrated many books with very diverse characters, including 
illustrations for books by Shaquil O’Neil and Lil Nas X. He has also 
won the Coretta Scott King Award. He went to Highland Park just 
like us, and he went to James Madison for middle school and 
Patrick Henry for high school. According to Mrs. Pruett, he was a 
constant artist in school. It was exciting to see such a successful 
former Highland Park Student.  

green 

shamrock 

luck 

March 

leprechaun 

rabbit’s foot 

rainbow 

       

Illustrator Visit  
By Mae Todd 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Spring Crossword Puzzle 
By Adelaide Coffman and Tilly Binks 

Comic Corner   
 

 

Down 
1. The month that St. Patrick's 
Day is in is _________ . 

2. I’m a little man that people try 
to catch in March. 

3. This is the season between 
winter and summer. 

4. The green plant that grows on 
the ground. 

5. A beautiful blooming plant 

7. This is something you use to 
protect from rain. 

Across 

3. An item you can 
wear to shield the sun. 

6. We call light from the 
sun ________ . 

8. The name of water 
that falls from the sky. 

9. Legends say that 
leprechauns have and 
love this.  By: Rahlowe Muse 

Artists Wanted: Do you like to draw? Submit a comic to be featured 
in the newspaper by turning it in to Ms. King in room 137! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


